
The Los Angeles Community College District's Sustainable Building Program
Training Students, Boosting Our Economy, Improving Lives, Building Green  

             What is the Sustainable Building Program? 
Funded mainly by bonds approved by Los Angeles voters in 2001, 2003, and 

2008, the Los Angeles Community College District's Sustainable Building 

Program is a $6 billion effort to modernize the nine campuses in the District.  

             The need for improvement at Los Angeles 
             Community Colleges 
Before the Building Program started, the District's nine colleges were in various 

states of disrepair and neglect, some having not seen major capital investment 

in decades.  Compared with other community colleges in the area, each of  the 

campuses needed major improvements to help prepare students for 21st 

century jobs.  

             Improvements benefit students as they seek training, jobs and 
             transfer opportunities
The Building Program will improve training for students, preparing them for jobs in such �elds as nursing and other 

health-care �elds, public safety, manufacturing, automotive, technology, construction, and entertainment. Students 

trained at LACCD colleges will be prepared to �ll the jobs that Los Angeles employers are creating now and in the future. 

Additionally, better facilities will mean that students transferring to a four-year college will be better prepared to take the 

next academic step. 

             A better place to work and a resource for communities 
By providing more modern facilities, the Building Program will enable the District and its colleges to attract and retain 

the best faculty and staff.  With new library, child development and athletic facilities, the colleges will also foster 

improvement in their neighborhoods.  
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The Facts 
Funds from the Sustainable Building Program have been allocated as follows: 

Pierce College, Woodland Hills: $648 million 

Los Angeles Valley College, Valley Glen: $637 million 

Los Angeles Mission College, Sylmar: $450 million 

Los Angeles Trade-Technical College, downtown Los Angeles: $611 million 

Los Angeles City College, Los Angeles: $593 million 

East Los Angeles College, Monterey Park: $668 million 

West Los Angeles College, Culver City: $412 million 

Southwest Los Angeles College, Los Angeles: $417 million 

Los Angeles Harbor College, Wilmington: $467 million 

             One of the largest publicly funded Sustainable Building Programs in the nation 
The Building Program is carrying out its mission with the environment in mind. Its building techniques and practices 

strive to save water, limit air pollution and emphasize the use of recycled materials. The Building Program also includes 

an energy plan intended to encourage ef�ciency while also generating renewable energy, particularly solar power. The 

Building Program’s green policies have been recognized with awards by some of the most prestigious environmental 

organizations in the nation.  And the Building Program's green strategies, while contributing to the �ght against global 

climate change, also are creating a more inspiring campus environment.   

            A commitment to safety and sound management
The Sustainable Building Program, compared to similar construction efforts, ranks in the top 10% in safety.  

Additionally,  the Sustainable Building Program maintains a high ratio (78 percent) of program dollars spent on so-called 

hard costs (e.g., actual construction, materials testing, and land acquisition) with only 22 percent spent on soft costs 

(e.g., architectural and design services, construction management, legal services, and program management).  What’s 

more, the Program’s �nancial and performance audits have been consistently positive.  

email: info@laccdbuildsgreen.org web: www.laccdbuildsgreen.org

             A stimulus for the Los Angeles economy 
The Building Program’s $6 billion in spending could not have come at a better time for the Los Angeles and Southern 

California economies. While the economy generally is struggling, the Building Program is providing well-paying jobs 

throughout Los Angeles, reducing the unemployment rolls.  In addition, Building Program expenditures are focused on 

local, small, emerging and disabled-veteran-owned businesses.  
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